NATIONAL ROAD ,

O CARRIERS (inc)

e’re aimin
plastic pellet loss

By David Aitken, CEQ of National Road Cartlars Assaciation . -

LASTIC WASTE THAT ENDS UP IN THE
occan kils manine anamals when they
nges! # - and we wan! 10 cnswr the
trucking mduesiry & nol past of the problem.

We want to do our bl to make sure there
= no plastic poliution from trucks - and
we're aling sleps 1o edacie National Road
Camiers Assocatiom members on how 1o do
ot

When wcabeds, turtics and feh mgest
pla=lfics m he oczan they pet sck,
mainoarrhed and ofien dic. Theme phastics
may be wsed consumer products fog botthes,
g, contaner, oid.

A ks visible, bt just 25 damaging,
peoblem = seam policts Sometimes calied
nardic=) a! wash mio intand waterways and
wlormwaicr sy=lems and cnd up I he e

While comsamer: e responsbic for the
proper deposal of the products they e,
we m the aasport indusiry mues! foos
on contxament of the prodocts we move,
tandie and slore - especially plastic peliets,
the basic raw material of the plastics industrg.

twvery plastics manabclwes and dednibator
mus! peevent the policts fom geftmg into
walcrways hal cventually iead o the sea

A= part of owr enveoamental and
setaisabiity project, N &= planning 1o
team up with Phstics New Zeatand and the
Healthy Waters team 2t Aackiand Coundl
1o bang more awarencss of plastics in owr
coveocament - and the part the tnacking
indunlry can play to gt this under comtrol

-

Plastics NZ runs 3 programme calied
Opesation Gean Sweepd that helps
manuiaciuring siles mee! best practios for
plastic peli=! handimg, 1o peevent accidental
reicase info the environment

The irsght mdustry &= mvolved in
unisading. storng and debuting plastic
pelicts. Handling thi= material camics a nisk
of spillage and our memmbers nced o know
how 1o peevent <pils or hkandie them when
they ocous

Our proposed coliaboration with Plastics
Kz and Healthy Waters will include events,
seminars and workshops 1o help NRC
members understand the importance of
safie stocage, handling and transportation of
all type= of plastics - Fom taw matenial 1o
processed plastics.

We are looking at a pilo! programme 10
te=t the bes! way 1o engage with the freight
indusiry. NRC will promoile the pilol 1o up 1o
10 members in one arca. The members will
be audited agams! minimum performance
requmements for:

* Slormwaler drain peolection in all =k
arex

* Standard operating peocedure for
deanup of plastic spilks

* Appropriaie equipmen! available for
plastic pill deanup=

* Staf awareness of spill ks

A report, with secommendations for
changes, will be writien - based on the audil.
¥ not already in place, a site spil plan will be

A pletc pedict apill on 3 New Vesband

developed in collaboration with the business
and =pill training will be provided. Once best
practice has been achicved an Operalion
Gean Sweep certificate will be Esued.

The first step in ow rero plastic pelle! loss
project has been 1o produce the NRC Guide
10 Plastic Handng hitps-fiwwwcnatroad co.nzf
about nrCategory?Action — Views (ategory
id- v 00 which gives slep by sicp nstructions
for different types of transport companics
and their s1af on bow to propesly handle and
dispase of plastic peliets.

The NRC Guide 1o Plastic Handling starts
with five basic steps for managers:

1. Commit 1o making 7cro peliet loss a
priority

2. Assess your company's siluation and
needs

3- Make necded upgrades in fadlities and
L~ I 5L app i

4- Raise employee awarencss and
accountabilty

5. lollow up and enforce procedures. When
managemen! cares, employees will 1oo

The guide provides specific advice for
curtainsider trucks and bulk conlainer
transportation, what 1o do if a spill ocoars
while loading or umloading and a list of dos
and don'ts.

Plastic peliet containment is good for the
environmen! and good for business. We hope
you will support this imporian! initiative. With
your help and coopesation, we can achicve
owr goal of 290 pelict o T0
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