
Flowchart to assist Farmers Decision Making with Covid-19… 

IS IT ESSENTIAL?
For at least the next four weeks New Zealand is on lock-down to slow and stop the spread of Covid-19. We are 
all in this together, and NZ Farmers need to ensure we do our bit without compromising animal welfare and food 
production.  This is not about convenience; this is not business as usual; this is about ensuring the safety of 
our people and animals both in now and into the future.  Please ensure you follow Ministry of Health Covid-19 
Guidelines if you are requiring any essential service to visit your farm during this time.

We have developed a flowchart that may help focus your thinking when prioritising tasks on farm that require 
external assistance.   And remember, in these unprecedented times, STAY SAFE!

Will this not doing this job in the next four 
weeks affect your ability to produce food?

Can the job be done safely, while 
maintaining social distancing?

Will not doing this job in the next 
four weeks negatively impact your 

animals’ welfare?

Go ahead and 
get the job done. 
Don’t forget to 
sanitise all work 
surfaces and 
maintain social 
distance!

Can the job be 
stripped back or  
modified to allow 
for appropriate 
H&S measures?

Can the job be 
done safely, 
while maintaining 
social distancing?

Park the job and 
reassess in four 
weeks time.

Proceed with the 
modified task. 
Don’t forget to 
sanitise all work 
surfaces and 
maintain social 
distance!

Delay the job 
and ask an 
appropriate 
agency such as 
MPI or RST for 
their help and 
advice .

Go ahead and 
get the job done. 
Don’t forget to 
sanitise all work 
surfaces and 
maintain social 
distance!

Can the job be 
stripped back or 
modified to allow 
for appropriate 
H&S measures?

Proceed with the 
modified task. 
Don’t forget to 
sanitise all work 
surfaces and 
maintain social 
distance!

Delay the job and 
ask an appropriate 
agency such as 
MPI or RST for 
their help and 
advice. 
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